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Appendix table 6-19.
U.S. venture capital disbursements, by industry category: 1980–2000

Industry 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Millions of U.S. dollars disbursed

All industries ........................................... 703.3 1,559.4 1,901.9 3,650.7 5,292.8 3,768.9 4,685.7 4,888.2 5,602.9 5,834.5 3,868.9 2,874.9 5,229.4 5,236.0 5,187.8 5,945.5 9,897.4 13,558.3 16,777.6 52,178.0 90,551.1
  Biotechnology ....................................... 50.0 100.3 87.0 141.6 124.1 155.7 328.3 362.8 395.5 355.5 309.6 278.9 586.4 500.0 515.8 454.9 675.6 1,102.7 1,031.8 1,229.5 2,458.6
  Communications ................................... 74.8 181.8 231.4 510.3 497.8 558.6 620.7 488.5 914.5 867.1 472.8 327.2 1,169.2 917.3 922.7 1,027.1 1,531.8 2,524.2 2,870.6 8,535.5 14,807.7
  Computer hardware .............................. 155.1 369.2 652.9 1,186.9 1,057.9 777.9 838.1 687.4 586.4 536.7 335.3 261.3 279.4 166.1 259.7 364.7 393.9 491.9 553.8 1,031.6 2,091.3
  Consumer related ................................. 50.0 167.9 104.7 268.9 1,757.5 272.8 521.9 829.3 815.1 901.4 443.3 394.0 378.9 677.4 790.9 744.0 1,123.2 1,154.0 1,194.3 1,532.1 1,944.7
  Industrial and energy ............................ 148.6 290.8 248.1 281.1 328.3 476.7 325.1 380.2 362.0 447.3 243.9 183.8 182.0 179.6 216.3 368.9 389.6 455.3 395.9 550.6 821.9
  Medical and health ............................... 49.0 105.6 118.1 283.4 332.4 355.3 395.6 553.0 613.6 1,009.8 597.1 375.1 879.8 658.4 921.1 957.8 1,277.2 2,034.7 2,287.9 2,765.6 3,327.2
  Semiconductors and other
      electronics ........................................ 85.0 175.5 221.9 354.7 471.4 480.9 510.6 498.4 453.8 358.5 297.6 217.6 243.2 171.5 265.8 344.1 532.1 742.1 871.1 2,080.3 5,661.1
  Software and services .......................... 19.3 52.6 154.0 382.6 492.2 443.1 499.1 500.8 469.4 513.9 673.9 509.1 685.2 1,419.3 851.3 1,104.6 2,560.4 3,676.1 5,750.8 6,712.4 13,010.1
  Other products and services ................ 71.4 115.7 83.8 241.2 231.1 247.9 646.4 587.9 992.6 844.3 495.4 327.9 825.3 546.4 444.1 579.4 1,413.5 1,377.4 1,821.4 5,980.7 5,535.0
Internet specific ...................................... NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 21,759.7 40,893.6

Percentage of total venture capital disbursements

All industries ........................................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
  Biotechnology ....................................... 7.1 6.4 4.6 3.9 2.3 4.1 7.0 7.4 7.1 6.1 8.0 9.7 11.2 9.5 9.9 7.7 6.8 8.1 6.1 2.4 2.7
  Communications ................................... 10.6 11.7 12.2 14.0 9.4 14.8 13.2 10.0 16.3 14.9 12.2 11.4 22.4 17.5 17.8 17.3 15.5 18.6 17.1 16.4 16.6
  Computer hardware .............................. 22.1 23.7 34.3 32.5 20.0 20.6 17.9 14.1 10.5 9.2 8.7 9.1 5.3 3.2 5.0 6.1 4.0 3.6 3.3 2.0 2.4
  Consumer related ................................. 7.1 10.8 5.5 7.4 33.2 7.2 11.1 17.0 14.5 15.4 11.5 13.7 7.2 12.9 15.2 12.5 11.3 8.5 7.1 2.9 2.1
  Industrial and energy ............................ 21.1 18.6 13.0 7.7 6.2 12.6 6.9 7.8 6.5 7.7 6.3 6.4 3.5 3.4 4.2 6.2 3.9 3.4 2.4 1.1 0.9
  Medical and health ............................... 7.0 6.8 6.2 7.8 6.3 9.4 8.4 11.3 11.0 17.3 15.4 13.0 16.8 12.6 17.8 16.1 12.9 15.0 13.6 5.3 3.7
  Semiconductors and other electronics ... 12.1 11.3 11.7 9.7 8.9 12.8 10.9 10.2 8.1 6.1 7.7 7.6 4.7 3.3 5.1 5.8 5.4 5.5 5.2 4.0 6.2
  Software and services .......................... 2.7 3.4 8.1 10.5 9.3 11.8 10.7 10.2 8.4 8.8 17.4 17.7 13.1 27.1 16.4 18.6 25.9 27.1 34.3 12.9 14.3
  Other products and services ................ 10.2 7.4 4.4 6.6 4.4 6.6 13.8 12.0 17.7 14.5 12.8 11.4 15.8 10.4 8.6 9.7 14.3 10.2 10.9 11.5 6.0
Internet specific ...................................... NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 41.7 45.2

NA = not available

SOURCE: Special tabulations provided by Venture Economics (Newark, NJ, March 2001). Science & Engineering Indicators – 2002


